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applying merely to witness borne in or referred to the Sha-
ri'a courts. In an £Adliyeh tribunal any one, irrespective
of creed, can give " akhbar " or " information," which is, to
all intents and results, witness or testimony. In the large
centres of Syria and Palestine, a Christian is thus under no
legal embarrassment in the matter of testimony, save as he
is obliged to enter the Shari'a courts, if his litigation in-
volves minors, or some one of a few other questions in which
it has sole jurisdiction. Practically, however, there are
many ways in which a Christian who has no backing, can
be embarrassed in this as well as in other regards.
It is clear that such divisions as exist among the cults
of Syria and Palestine must be accentuated by the official
groupings which have just been reviewed. This holds true
not only of the main divisions into Christians, Jews, Mo-
hammedans, Druses, and Nuseirfyeh, but of the subdivisions
as well. The relations of a man to his sect being not only
religious but secular, he is never allowed to forget that he is
Maronite, Greek, Jacobite, or Protestant. The distinction
of religion is a controlling force in political life. The Leb-
anon, for example, is divided into districts, each governed
by a qaimaqdm, who belongs to that sect which predomi-
nates numerically. Thus, in Zahleh the qaimaqdm must
be a Greek Catholic; in the Kfira, Greek Orthodox; in the
Shuf, a Druse; in the Kesrouan, a Maronite. The other
districts are ruled by Druses or Maronites according to the
same law. A similar law has regulated exactly the pro-
portion of minor offices which each sect can claim, down to
the very position of sweeper in the Government House!
The segregation of cults in villages, already touched upon,
or in different quarters of the same town, fosters the sense
of division which led to its adoption. One speaks of a
Christian village or a Moslem village. Every casual trav-
eller to Palestine, where such segregation appears to be the
rule, must have noted that Bethany is Moslem while Beth-
lehem is Christian, Jerusalem has its Christian quarter,
its Moslem quarter, its Jewish quarter. To a certain ex-
tent this system applies to the business section. On a

